	elegy
noun:  a melancholy or mournful poem

	implacable
adjective:  not to be pacified or appeased


	potentate
noun:  a monarch, king, or ruler

	jettison
verb:  to discard, eject, get rid of


	aesthetic
adjective:  appreciative of art, concerning a sense of beauty

	chicanery
noun:  trickery


	martinet
noun:  disciplinarian or one that follows rules

	prudish
adjective:  proper, straight-laced


	apogee
noun:  highest point, culmination, zenith

	prescient
adjective:  having foresight, divinatory



	predilection
noun:  a preference, a favorable disposition

	dissemble
verb:  disguise, conceal


	aerie
noun:  a nest or perch high in the air

	astringent
adjective:  harsh, severe, sharply incisive, having a tightening effect on tissue


	querulous
adjective:  characterized by complaining

	axiom
noun:  principle, aphorism, proverb, maxim


	idiosyncrasy
noun:  quirk, oddity, peculiarity, eccentricity

	puerile
adjective:  immature, childish, pertaining to childhood


	parody
noun:  a humorous imitation

	dither
verb:  to vacillate, waver, act confused



	shard
noun:  a piece of broken glass or pottery

	chauvinist
noun:  blindly devoted patriotism, biased devotion


	erroneous
adjective:  incorrect

	quaff
verb:  to drink quickly


	contumacious
adjective:  rebellious, disobedient, insubordinate

	sententious
adjective:  tending to moralize excessively


	belfry
noun:  steeple or tower where bell is hung

	intransigent
adjective:  refusing to compromise


	ebullience
noun:  high spirits, lively expression of feelings

	inquest
noun:  an inquiry or probe



	paean
noun:  song of praise or triumph

	provincial
adjective:  lacking in urban sophistication, local


	lethargic
adjective:  apathetic, listless, dormant, lazy

	derisive
adjective:  contemptuous, mocking, jeering


	flout
verb:  show contempt for convention or rule

	gullible
adjective:  trusting, dupable, innocent


	cardinal
adjective:  major, chief, of importance

	opaque
adjective:  clouded, nontransparent, obfuscated OR incomprehensible


	capricious
adjective:  erratic, unstable, goalless, careless

	polyglot
noun:  one fluent in multiple languages



	luminous
adjective:  shining, bright, radiating light

	missive
noun:  message, note, letter


	inter
verb:  to bury, entomb

	larceny
noun:  theft, robbery, burglary


	hyperbole
noun:  an exaggerated statement

	molt
verb:  to shed feathers, hair, or skin


	stolid
adjective:  unemotional, apathetic, indifferent

	contrite
adjective:  penitent, regretful, seeking forgiveness


	syllogism
noun:  logic

	zealot
noun:  fanatic, a passionate devotee



	indolent
adjective:  lazy

	imbroglio
noun:  difficult situation, perplexing state of affairs, entanglement


	cognizant
adjective:  aware, knowing of

	exegesis
noun:  critical examination or explanation


	minatory
adjective:  threatening, menacing

	waver
verb:  shift, alternate, vacillate, waffle


	winsome
adjective:  attractive, engaging, delightful

	alleviate
verb:  to assuage, soothe, ease, or relieve


	cartography
noun:  art of making maps

	coterie
noun:  clique, group of people with similar values or purpose



	diffident
adjective:  shy, reserved, lacking confidence in self

	judicious
adjective:  prudent, sagacious, illustrating good judgment


	honor
noun:  pleasant, perfumed

	profuse
adjective:  extravagant; abundant


	malevolent
adjective:  showing hatred, spite, wishing evil upon another

	lassitude
noun:  enervation, fatigue, state of diminished energy


	obdurate
adjective:  stubborn, obstinate, hard-headed

	ostentation
noun:  arrogance, flamboyance, show-off


	torpor
noun:  apathy, sluggishness, languor

	derision
noun:  ridicule, scorn, mockery



	mendacity
noun:  condition of being dishonest or untruthful

	recant
verb:  withdraw, rescind, deny


	alacrity
noun:  enthusiastic willingness, promptness

	abet
verb:  to aid or assist (think "the enemy")


	prescience
noun:  knowledge of future events

	bent
noun:  proclivity, inclination


	incipient
adjective:  beginning to exist, in initial stage

	catalyst
noun:  a person or substance causing change


	urbane
adjective:  refined, sophisticated

	numismatics
noun:  coin collecting



	table
verb:  to remove from consideration

	perdition
noun:  damnation, state of spiritual ruin


	tawdry
adjective:  cheap, gaudy, flashy

	garrulous
adjective:  talkative, loquacious


	solvent
adjective:  able to meet obligations financially, able to dissolve another substance

	damp
verb:  to lessen the intensity of sound


	ingratiate
verb:  to flatter, to deliberately gain another's favor

	austere
adjective:  bare, simple, ascetic, lacking adornment


	stratagem
noun:  maneuver (esp. military), feint designed to trick an enemy

	amulet
noun:  a talisman worn to ward off evil spirits



	imperturbable
adjective:  characterized by calm or impassivity

	proclivity
noun:  predisposition, inclination


	saturnine
adjective:  gloomy, dark, hellish

	remonstrate
verb:  to plead in protest, object


	bolster
verb:  support, help, uphold, advance

	convoluted
adjective:  complicated, complex


	enumerate
verb:  to count, list, or catalog

	distend
verb:  to bloat, stretch, swell


	propriety
noun:  appropriateness, accepted conduct, decorum

	grouse
verb:  to complain



	obviate
verb:  to anticipate and prevent/make unnecessary

	ethos
noun:  philosophy, beliefs of a group


	onerous
adjective:  oppressive, burdensome, oppressive

	requite
verb:  compensate, repay, return


	inveterate
adjective:  settled in habit, ingrained, deep-rooted

	essay
verb:  to try, attempt


	precipitate
verb / ad:  accelerate, expedite / rushing, surprising

	candid
adjective:  honest in expression, forthright, frank


	pious
adjective:  devout, reverent

	articulate
adjective:  eloquent, clear-spoken, expressive



	wraith
noun:  ghost, specter, shade, spirit,

	disparage
verb:  to belittle, to slight, to depreciate, to ridicule


	adulation
noun:  excessive flattery or admiration

	calumny
noun:  a maliciously false accusation


	hyperbole
noun:  intentional exaggeration

	idolatrous
adjective:  characterized by excessive devotion to a person or object


	ingrate
noun:  an ungrateful person

	inundate
verb:  to deluge, engulf, overwhelm


	refulgent
adjective:  gleaming, brilliant, shining

	vestige
noun:  trace, remains, remnants



	catechism
noun:  book of principles, series of formal questions

	pith
noun:  the essential part


	rapprochement
noun:  establishment of cordial relations

	sully
verb:  to tarnish, defile


	livid
adjective:  pallid, discolored (esp. from bruising), or red from anger

	gainsay
verb:  to dispute, deny, act against


	pugilism
noun:  sparring, fighting (esp. boxing)

	repose
noun:  leisure, relaxation, tranquility


	alleviation
noun:  the giving of relief

	abscond
verb:  to depart secretly, to avoid capture and prosecution



	putrefy
verb:  to decay, to rot

	leery
adjective:  wary, guarded, suspicious


	syncopation
noun:  a counterpoint in music, an irregularity in rhythm

	zeal
noun:  enthusiasm, diligence, intensity, eagerness


	eclectic
adjective:  of various sources, adherence to multiple systems

	recalcitrant
adjective:  difficult to manage, defiant of authority


	permeate
verb:  to penetrate, imbue, pervade

	infelicitous
adjective:  inappropriate, unfortunate


	solicitous
adjective:  attentive, concerned

	arbitrary
adjective:  random, wayward, determined by chance



	execrate
verb:  to detest, curse, denounce

	stygian
adjective:  gloomy, dark, hellish


	mendacious
adjective:  deceitful, dishonest, untruthful

	ostensible
adjective:  supposed, apparent, represented


	adjacent
adjective:  touching, adjoining, contiguous

	terrestrial
adjective:  commonplace, down-to-earth


	perennial
adjective:  happening repeatedly, perpetual, everlasting

	umbrage
noun:  resentment, offense (who's seen Harry Potter 5? Dolores Umbrage?)


	cabal
noun:  conspiracy, a secret group working against something or towards a common goal

	dictum
noun:  adage, aphorism, statement of opinion



	divine
verb:  to foresee or foretell, intuit

	intimate
verb:  to suggest, insinuate, imply


	juncture
noun:  convergence (esp. time), confluence

	culpable
adjective:  blameworthy, deserving blame


	furtive
adjective:  done by stealth, surreptitious

	atrophy
noun: degeneration from disuse, wasting away


	myopic
adjective:  short-sighted, having a narrow view

	discordant
adjective:  dissonant, conflicting, harsh in sound


	droll
adjective:  entertaining, witty, amusing

	attenuate
verb:  to weaken, debilitate, reduce in force



	imprecation
noun: a curse

	analogous
adjective:  similar, like, homogeneous


	zenith
noun:  peak, pinnacle, top of…

	platitude
noun:  triviality, cliché, banality


	exonerate
verb:  to remove blame, to clear of guilt

	effigy
noun:  a representation of a person, a likeness


	sacrosanct
adjective:  beyond criticism, sacred, inviolable

	condone
verb:  to pardon, support, overlook


	licentious
adjective:  lewd, immoral, unrestrained by society's norms

	hackneyed
adjective:  made commonplace or trite by constant usage



	obstinate
adjective:  uncompromising, stubborn

	expiate
verb:  to atone for, make amends


	exigent
adjective:  pressing, immediate, urgent

	cupidity
noun:  greed, avarice, rapacity


	dearth
noun:  inadequate supply, scarcity

	plastic
adjective:  malleable, moldable, pliable


	machination
noun:  a conspiracy, plot, or cabal

	wan
adjective:  ashen, sickly


	poignant
adjective:  touching, astute, to the point, sharp

	florid
adjective:  overly-embellished, elaborate, ostentatious



	wag
noun:  a joker, person given to wit and humor

	wrath
noun:  strong anger, vengeance


	canard
noun:  falsehood, lie, untruth, misrepresentation

	solecism
noun:  a verbal or grammatical mistake


	color
verb:  to distort, to change in effect

	gambol
verb:  to frolic, skip about, cavort


	rouse
verb:  to incite to anger, to wake up

	ignoble
adjective:  lowly, of low moral standards


	plethora
noun:  a surplus, an overabundance (anyone remember this scene in "The Three Amigos?")

	keen
adjective:  intellectually sharp, perceptive



	glib
adjective:  superficial, nonchalant

	neophyte
noun:  a novice, newcomer, beginner


	futility
noun:  state of being ineffective or useless

	diurnal
adjective:  showing activity during the daylight hours


	censure
verb:  to strongly disapprove, to severely criticize

	deride
verb:  insult, tease, put-down, ridicule


	sybarite
noun:  hedonist, one committed to luxury

	panache
noun:  flair, flamboyance, verve


	soporific
adjective:  causing sleep or drowsiness

	lachrymose
adjective:  tearful, weeping



	superfluous
adjective:  excessive, more than required

	fulminate
verb:  to denounce, attack loudly


	didactic
adjective:  intended to instruct

	palatial
adjective:  magnificent (like a palace)


	vacillate
verb:  be indecisive, change mind, waver

	ossified
adjective:  turned into bone, to become more rigid


	diatribe
noun:  harsh denunciation, bitter criticism

	germane
adjective:  relevant, appropriate to the subject


	panegyric
noun:  lofty oration, elaborate praise, eulogy

	coarseness
noun:  crudity, roughness



	lissome
adjective:  lithe, flexible, limber

	impecunious
adjective:  penniless, poor, lacking funds


	philanthropic
adjective:  altruistic, giving, generous, benevolent

	vernal
adjective:  springlike, fresh


	quash
verb:  to put down, suppress

	aggrandize
verb:  to increase in scope, size, or intensity


	nadir
noun:  low point

	asseverate
verb:  to aver, assert, allege


	xenophobia
noun:  a fear or hatred of foreigners

	iniquity
noun:  sin, wickedness, vice



	boor
noun:  one characterized by crude manners

	polemical
adjective:  controversial, argumentative


	officious
adjective:  intrusive, overly eager to help, meddlesome

	frenetic
adjective:  frantic, wild, frenzied


	odious
adjective:  highly offensive, detestable, evoking intense aversion

	militate
verb:  to influence, to work against


	calumniate
verb:  to slander, make false and malicious statements

	forestall
verb:  to halt, delay, prevent, anticipate


	desiccate
verb:  dry, deplete, wither, dehydrate

	abate
verb:  to lessen in degree or intensity



	avarice
noun:  greed

	impunity
noun:  exemption from punishment


	inchoate
adjective:  in initial stages

	ineluctable
adjective:  inescapable, inevitable, certain


	phlegmatic
adjective:  sluggish, unemotional, not easily excited

	stasis
noun:  state of equilibrium, inertia, standstill


	husband
verb:  to conserve, to use sparingly or economically

	grandiloquence
noun:  pompous speech


	fawn
verb:  to dote upon, grovel, pander

	sinecure
noun:  a well-compensated position requiring minimal work



	celerity
noun:  speed, swiftness

	tendentious
adjective:  strong point of view, biased, partisan


	repast
noun:  meal, feast

	mitigate
verb:  diminish, allay, soothe, moderate


	immutable
adjective:  unchangeable

	interregnum
noun:  interval between reigns, such as a king or president


	stoic
adjective:  steadfast in emotion, indifferent to pleasure or pain

	propitiate
verb:  to appease, conciliate


	jargon
noun:  specialized language of a profession

	ubiquitous
adjective:  widespread, existing everywhere



	consequential
adjective:  result, outcome OR self-important, pompous

	hedonism
adjective:  doctrine that pleasure is highest good, devotion to pleasure


	ascetic
noun:  practice of self-denial

	salacious
adjective:  lecherous, lustful, indecent


	conspicuous
adjective:  obvious, easily seen, noticeable

	ossify
verb:  to harden, turn to bone


	panoply
noun:  impressive, wide-ranging array

	heterodox
adjective:  heretical, unorthodox, not in accordance with accepted doctrine


	sagacious
adjective:  wise, astute, perspicacious, wise

	grievous
adjective:  depressing, solemn, causing grief



	relegate
verb:  to forcibly assign, demote to an inferior position

	rarefy
verb:  to refine, make less dense, to thin


	dirge
noun:  a song of lamentation

	pied
adjective:  multi-colored


	eloquent
adjective:  articulate, expressive, well-spoken

	apotheosis
noun:  deification, treatment as example or placed on a pedestal


	heterogeneous
adjective:  diverse, consisting of dissimilar elements, assorted

	assail
verb:  to assault, attack, strike


	acumen
noun:  accurate knowledge or insight, keen

	inculcate
verb:  to teach, instill, impress



	knell
noun:  toll, chime, omen of death or failure

	coffer
noun:  treasury, money chest, strongbox


	specious
adjective:  superficially attractive, plausible but false

	excoriate
verb:  to censure, denounce, berate


	impasse
noun:  a stopping point, stalemate, deadlock

	innocuous
adjective:  harmless, not likely to irritate


	imbue
verb:  to infuse, moisten

	paradox
noun:  contradiction, opposite, inconsistency


	lumber
verb:  to move slowly and heavily

	raconteur
noun:  a skilled storyteller



	waffle
verb:  to equivocate, to change one's mind

	insolence
noun:  rudeness, impertinence


	pejorative
adjective:  belittling, disparaging, derogatory

	frugal
adjective:  characterized by being cheap or thrifty


	desultory
adjective:  aimless, lacking in consistency, random

	epicure
noun:  sophisticate, connoisseur, gourmet


	sedulity
noun:  persevering in quality

	sordid
adjective:  foul, squalid, filthy


	ambiguous
adjective:  doubtful, ambiguous, uncertain

	lapidary
adjective:  art of cutting and polishing precious stones



	flip
adjective:  sarcastic, impertinent

	arbitrate
verb:  to adjudge, to decide a conflict between two parties


	eschew
verb:  to avoid, shun, abstain

	dogmatic
adjective:  opinionated on unproved principles


	burgeon
verb:  to flourish, grow rapidly

	laudable
adjective:  admirable, commendable, praiseworthy


	edify
verb:  to enlighten, educate, instruct

	amalgamate
verb:  to combine multiple elements into one whole


	prodigious
adjective:  abundant in size

	languid
adjective:  slow, listless, sluggish, indifferent



	zephyr
noun:  draft, gentle breeze, something unsubstantial

	dilatory
adjective:  intended to delay


	ephemeral
adjective:  momentary, evanescent, transitory, fleeting, brief

	chary
adjective:  sparing, cautious, wary


	blight
verb:  to afflict, damage, destroy

	oblivious
adjective:  unmindful, forgetful


	meretricious
adjective:  tawdry, gaudy, flashy, cheap

	extinguish
verb:  to end, to put out


	doctrinaire
adjective:  dogmatic, devoted to concepts without proof

	castigation
noun:  punishment, criticism



	cogent
adjective:  convincing, believable

	adumbrate
verb:  to vaguely foreshadow


	wanton
adjective:  reckless, unrestrained, capricious

	jocular
adjective:  humorous, playful, amusing


	abstemious
adjective:  abstinent, restrained, temperate in appetite

	cogitate
verb:  ponder, meditate, think hard


	irascible
adjective:  easily angered

	pariah
noun:  outcast, untouchable, derelict


	asperity
noun:  roughness, harshness, severity

	profligate
adjective:  recklessly extravagant, shamelessly immoral



	obfuscate
verb:  to confuse, make obscure, darken

	vituperate
verb:  to use condemnatory language, to berate


	erudite
adjective:  scholarly, knowledgeable, literate; academic

	encomium
noun:  formal expression of praise, eulogy


	listless
adjective:  lacking in energy or enthusiasm

	prolific
adjective:  productive, producing large volumes


	impassive
adjective:  emotionless, apathetic

	bevy
noun:  gang, group, gathering


	portentous
adjective:  exciting, astounding, prophetic, fateful

	efficacy
noun:  effectiveness, efficiency, strength



	exculpate
verb:  to clear of blame

	pellucid
adjective:  clear, limpid, translucent


	placid
adjective:  peaceful, calm, serene

	nullify
verb:  to render inoperative, invalidate, deprive


	untenable
adjective:  not feasible, not viable

	august
adjective:  venerable, inspiring reverence


	reverent
adjective:  characterized by awe or respect

	evanescent
adjective:  vaporous, disappearing, fleeting


	tangential
adjective:  digressive, inconsequential, peripheral

	flag
verb:  to weaken, slacken, dwindle



	perspicacious
adjective:  acutely perceptive, discerning

	perfidious
adjective:  disloyal, faithless, traitorous


	contiguous
adjective:  adjacent, sharing of a border

	gestation
noun:  development from conception to birth


	unconscionable
adjective:  unjust, unfair, dishonorable

	assuage
verb:  soothe, alleviate, reduce, lessen


	pungent
adjective:  characterized by sharp taste or smell

	sentient
adjective:  conscious, aware, intelligent


	static
adjective:  at rest, not in motion

	rejoinder
noun:  response, riposte, retort



	foment
verb:  to incite, arouse, instigate

	reticent
adjective:  reserved, silent


	loquacious
adjective:  talkative, long-winded

	facetious
adjective:  humorous, playful, not intended seriously


	pragmatic
adjective:  sensible, realistic, utilitarian

	filibuster
noun:  to impede legislation by making long speeches


	proliferate
verb:  to grow by multiplication of parts (e.g.., cell division)

	ennui
noun:  discontent resulting from extreme boredom


	sycophant
noun:  servile, toady, fawning parasite

	cosmopolitan
adjective:  of the world, free of local prejudices



	stupefy
verb:  to amaze, baffle

	mercurial
adjective:  characterized by quickly-changing moods


	hubris
noun:  arrogance, overbearing pride

	desiccate
verb:  to dry out, to dull


	equivocate
verb:  to use ambiguous language with deceptive intent

	stigma
noun:  taint, mark of shame


	blandishment
noun:  speech intending to flatter or coax

	fervent
adjective:  showing enthusiasm,  ardent, burning


	naïve
adjective:  innocent, guileless, lacking experience

	opine
verb:  to voice a point-of-view



	iconoclast
noun:  one who attacks traditional values

	fortuitous
adjective:  happening by chance


	nuance
noun:  subtlety of quality or meaning, gradation

	maverick
noun:  nonconformist, loner, one who does not go along with the crowd


	pallid
adjective:  pale, wan, blanched, lacking color

	abase
verb:  to disgrace, humble, demean


	sporadic
adjective:  scattered, occurring widely apart

	cosset
verb:  pamper, treat with care


	enervate
verb:  drain, reduce in strength

	expurgate
verb:  to censor, sanitize



	bombastic
adjective:  pompous

	orotund
adjective:  bombastic, pompous, overblown


	explicit
adjective:  clearly stated, straightforward, unequivocal

	antipathy
noun:  hatred, disgust, incompatibility


	usury
noun:  loaning of money at extremely high, abusive rates

	incarnadine
adjective:  reddened (esp. embarrassment), ruddy


	monastic
adjective:  austere, plain or secluded, self-adnegating

	obstreperous
adjective:  defiant, clamorous, noisy, resistant


	mollify
verb:  to calm, to soothe, reduce in emotions

	meticulous
adjective:  attentive to detail, showing extreme care



	abdicate
verb:  to step down, relinquish, resign

	quixotic
adjective:  foolishly impractical


	transitory
adjective:  fleeting, temporary, brief

	precursor
noun:  something that comes before and forecasts something else


	chasten
verb:  to scold with purpose of moral improvement, subdue

	invidious
adjective:  offensive, obnoxious, promoting of ill-will


	mannered
adjective:  unnatural, artificial

	latent
adjective:  dormant, unrealized and unseen potential


	insular
adjective:  detached, isolated

	circumspect
adjective:  heedful, cautious, self-aware, vigilant



	abyss
noun:  chasm, deep hole

	brook
verb:  to endure, tolerate


	vigilant
adjective:  watchful

	bifurcate
verb:  to divide in two parts, bisect


	amiable
adjective:  sociable, friendly

	extirpate
verb:  to exterminate, destroy, remove completely


	provident
adjective:  showing foresight, economical

	hermetic
adjective:  airtight, sealed, impervious


	metaphor
noun:  figure of speech comparing two different things

	discern
verb:  to recognize, detect, distinguish, perceive



	complaisance
noun:  willingness to comply with others

	lampoon
verb:  to ridicule, tease


	pithy
adjective:  brief, precise, forceful

	striated
adjective:  furrowed, striped


	pedagogy
noun:  profession of teaching

	tentative
adjective:  unsettled, not final, provisional


	prattle
verb:  to babble, to talk in a foolish way

	indefatigable
adjective:  not easily exhausted


	demagogue
noun:  agitator, rabble-rouser, one appealing to prejudice or emotion

	legerdemain
noun:  sleight of hand, trickery, deception



	recondite
adjective:  little known, concealed, beyond ordinary knowledge

	fanatical
adjective:  extremist, zealous, characterizing excessive, unquestioned devotion


	acidulous
adjective: acerbic, tart, pungent

	sardonic
adjective:  cynical, sarcastic, mocking


	talon
noun:  a bird's claw

	insipid
adjective:  bland, lacking in taste


	rancorous
adjective:  showing resentment, ill-will, bitterness

	alchemy
noun:  a process of turning a low-value substance into one of higher value (i.e., lead to gold)


	venerate
verb:  admire, revere, think highly of

	bawdy
adjective:  lewd, racy



	penurious
adjective:  extremely thrifty, stingy, indigent

	euphony
noun:  pleasant, harmonious sound


	noxious
adjective:  injurious, harmful, hurtful

	reticence
adjective:  reserved, reluctant, restrained


	abstain
verb:  hold back, abjure, do without, give up

	sublime
adjective:  exalted, glorious, lofty, grand


	fervid
adjective:  enthusiastic, passionate, excited

	mar
verb:  to damage, spoil, deface, disfigure


	oblique
adjective:  evasive, misleading, tangential

	perfidy
noun:  treachery, breach of faith or trust



	opprobrium
noun:  scorn, contempt, disgrace

	veracity
noun:  honesty, truthfulness


	aberrant
adjective:  deviating from the norm

	whimsical
adjective:  unpredictable, fanciful


	rescind
verb:  to retract, invalidate, repeal

	monotony
noun:  tedium, repetition, boredom, lacking in variation


	kindle
verb:  to ignite, set fire, arouse

	yoke
verb:  to join, harness


	dilate
verb:  to expand, elaborate, enlarge

	vitiate
verb:  to weaken effectiveness, debase, corrupt



	parley
noun:  discussion between enemies (you remember Pirates of the Caribbean!)

	posit
verb:  to assume, suggest


	misanthrope
noun:  hater, doubter, nonbeliever

	effrontery
noun:  shameless boldness


	demur
verb:  to oppose, to question

	peroration
noun:  closing part of a speech


	replete
adjective:  abundant, abounding, complete

	apostate
noun:  a person who forsakes religion or long-held convictions


	pathogenic
adjective:  capable of causing disease

	trenchant
adjective:  penetrating, incisive, keen, perceptive



	pedant
noun:  show-off

	tacit
adjective:  implied, stated without words, unsaid


	declivity
noun:  downward slope of a hill

	unfeigned
adjective:  not false, genuine


	descry
verb:  to discriminate, discern

	multifarious
adjective:  assorted, diverse, heterogeneous


	inure
verb:  to become used to, to habituate

	pernicious
adjective:  injurious, harmful, hurtful


	qualms
noun:  reservations, misgivings

	captious
adjective:  apt to point out trivial faults



	crescendo
noun:  climax, peak, an increase in sound or force

	lionize
verb:  to honor, treat as a dignitary


	affected
adjective:  artificial, insincere, pretentious

	nonplussed
adjective:  bewildered, at a loss


	peripatetic
adjective:  journeying, nomadic, wandering (esp. on foot)

	debutante
noun:  a lady in high society


	magnanimity
noun:  characterized by nobility of mind and heart

	dupe
verb:  to deceive, fool, hoodwink, delude


	exponent
noun:  an advocate, supporter, representative

	spendthrift
noun:  a person who spends wastefully



	upbraid
verb:  to scold, berate, reproach

	neologism
noun:  new expression or word


	glower
verb:  to glare, scowl

	verdant
adjective:  green with vegetation, inexperienced


	pusillanimous
adjective:  lacking courage, faint-hearted, cowardly, craven

	vitriol
noun:  something caustic, acidic, or severe


	pulchritude
noun:  loveliness, beauty

	kinetic
adjective:  dynamic, active, characterized by movement


	taciturn
adjective:  reticent, silent, not talkative

	nice
adjective:  extremely precise



	deleterious
adjective:  adverse, harmful

	intractable
adjective:  not easily controlled, stubborn, obstinate


	wily
adjective:  deceptive, cunning, crafty

	fallacy
noun:  a falsehood, a mistaken belief


	desuetude
noun:  disused, no longer practiced, inactive

	investiture
noun:  inauguration, induction, conferring of authority


	deference
noun:  respect, courtesy

	palliate
verb:  to relieve, make less severe or intense


	approbation
noun:  approval, commendation, sanction

	inveigle
verb:  to entice, to obtain by flattery



	circumlocution
noun:  redundancy, indirectness, wordiness

	anomaly
noun:  aberration, departure, inconsistency, irregularity


	liberal
adjective:  tolerant, progressive

	impugn
verb:  to call into question, to challenge or dispute


	disabuse
verb:  to set right, undeceive

	emollient
adjective:  soothing, relieving; making less harsh


	verbose
adjective:  talkative, wordy, loquacious, long-winded

	queries
noun:  questions, doubts, reservations


	plebian
adjective:  conventional, common, crude

	discretion
noun:  freedom of judgment, cautious reservation



	banal
adjective:  predictable, boring, clichéd, trite

	endemic
adjective:  found in a certain locality


	espouse
verb:  to embrace, to give loyalty to

	anachronism
noun:  something out of place chronologically


	transient
adjective:  brief, fleeting, passing quickly

	zealous
adjective:  devoted, diligent, ardent, fervent


	dyspeptic
adjective:  melancholy, solemn, gloomy

	benediction
noun:  a blessing


	vilify
verb:  to slander, calumniate, defame

	euphemism
noun:  the use of a more benign word in replacement of a more offensive one



	subpoena
noun:  a court order requiring a court appearance

	gregarious
adjective:  friendly, sociable, outgoing


	morose
adjective:  melancholy, sad

	scintilla
noun:  small or trace amount, iota


	contentious
adjective:  quarrelsome, argumentative

	nettle
verb:  to bother, irritate


	levity
noun:  humor, lack of seriousness, sometimes inappropriate in nature

	esoteric
adjective:  private, intended to be understood by select few


	nebulous
adjective:  cloudy, vague, lacking form

	itinerant
adjective:  unsettled, wandering, nomadic



	deface
verb:  to vandalize by changing appearance of something

	variegated
adjective:  multi-colored


	presumptuous
adjective:  bypassing courtesy, overstepping bounds, taking liberties

	intrepid
adjective:  dauntless, courageous, steadfast


	salubrious
adjective:  favorable to well-being or health

	eccentric
adjective:  deviating from the norm, custom, or practice


	laconic
adjective:  short, brief, succinct, pithy

	salutary
adjective:  wholesome, favorable to health


	fractious
adjective:  rebellious, quarrelsome, irritable

	kudos
noun:  acclaim, honor, fame, glory



	augury
noun:  divination, omen, portent, token

	malleable
adjective:  changeable, pliant, adaptable


	candor
noun:  sincerity, frankness

	hegemony
noun:  dominance of one ideology over others


	apocryphal
adjective:  of questionable authenticity or authority

	accolade
noun:  an expression of praise


	imminent
adjective:  impending, about to happen

	intrepidity
noun:  courage, lack of fear


	halcyon
adjective:  peaceful, calm, serene, placid

	decorum
noun:  appropriateness, accepted conduct



	cacophony
noun:  noise, discord, dissonance

	mirth
noun:  gaiety, frivolity, merriment


	rhetoric
noun:  art of language, use of exaggeration

	quail
verb:  to lose courage


	connoisseur
noun:  expert in matters of taste

	distaff
noun:  maternal side of a family


	pristine
adjective:  clean, pure, innocent, uncorrupted

	tenuous
adjective: flimsy, weak, having little strength


	voracious
adjective:  ravenous, having an insatiable appetite

	accretion
noun:  an increase in size or amount



	fastidious
adjective:  overly demanding, hard to please

	pervade
verb:  to permeate, to spread throughout


	redoubtable
adjective:  awe-inspiring, formidable, evoking respect

	fallow
noun:  unused, idle, inactive, dormant


	virulent
adjective: bitterly hostile, extremely harmful

	philistine
noun:  one embracing materialism in lieu of intellectual pursuits


	lavish
adjective:  extravagant; opulent, generous

	obtuse
adjective:  not precise in thought, lacking clarity


	ribald
adjective:  vulgarly humorous, coarse

	prosaic
adjective:  dull, commonplace, unimaginative, lacking in spirit



	amenable
adjective:  responsive to, agreeable

	overwrought
adjective:  nervous, excited, agitated


	quiescence
adjective:  being at rest, inactive, stillness

	rustic
adjective:  pastoral, rural


	inexorable
adjective:  inflexible, unyielding, obdurate

	invective
noun:  vituperation, denunciation, abusive language


	lubricious
adjective:  wanton, lewd, lustful

	pare
verb:  to reduce, trim, clip


	repudiate
verb:  to reject, disown, cast off

	quotidian
adjective:  ordinary, commonplace, customary, daily



	partisan
noun:  adherent, one showing a biased allegiance

	fetid
adjective:  bad-smelling, putrid, stinky


	occlude
verb:  obstruct, block

	probity
noun:  integrity, adherence to high principles, honesty


	archaic
adjective:  antiquated, characteristic of an earlier period

	arrogate
verb:  to appropriate, claim without right


	peccadillo
noun:  fault, sin, offense, lapse

	jejune
adjective:  immature, uninteresting, lacking knowledge


	viscous
adjective:  think, sticky, glutinous

	impious
adjective:  irreverent, profane, not devout



	burnish
verb:  to polish, buff

	indolence
noun:  sloth, laziness


	vex
verb:  to irritate, annoy

	prolix
adjective:  verbose, long-winded, of tedious length


	squalid
adjective:  dirty, neglected, sordid

	satire
noun:  use of irony or sarcasm to cast derision upon a vice


	malediction
noun:  curse upon another, imprecation

	sparse
adjective:  not dense, thin


	lucid
adjective:  obvious, comprehendible OR bright, radiant, clear

	analgesia
noun:  a lessening of pain



	conciliate
verb:  to win over, overcome hostility

	equivocal
adjective:  doubtful, ambiguous, uncertain


	convention
noun:  a custom, a rule established through usage

	salient
adjective:  significant, prominent


	phalanx
noun:  close-knit group, legion

	gaunt
adjective:  thin


	restive
adjective:  restless, uneasy, impatient

	lament
verb:  to grieve, mourn, be sorrowful


	adulterate
verb / adj:  corrupt, falsify, blend / attenuated, contaminated, weakened

	volatile
adjective:  explosive, illusory, delicate, fleeting



	empirical
adjective:  based on evidence, observation, or experiment

	bucolic
adjective:  pastoral, rustic


	dispassionate
adjective:  objective, unbiased

	surfeit
noun:  excess, overindulgence, surplus


	obsequious
adjective:  servile complaisance, fawning attentiveness, deference

	peregrinate
verb:  to journey, wander (esp. on foot), trek


	intangible
adjective:  not real or definite

	broach
verb:  to bring up, announce


	oscillation
noun:  the act of swinging back-and-forth, pendulous

	unequivocal
adjective:  certain, absolute



	ardor
noun:  intense emotions, passion, devotion

	caustic
adjective:  sarcastic, witty, acerbic, biting


	nascent
adjective:  in early stages of development

	apathy
noun:  uncaring, disinterest, disregard, passiveness


	heretical
adjective:  violative of dogma or convention

	impervious
adjective:  impregnable, impossible to penetrate


	martial
adjective:  associated with armed forces or military

	prudence
noun:  restraint, discretion, wisdom, caution


	timidity
noun:  state of fear or shyness

	mundane
adjective:  ordinary, commonplace



	eulogy
noun:  compliment, praise, laudation

	sanguine
adjective:  optimistic, cheerful, hopeful, confident


	hapless
adjective:  characterized by bad luck, unfortunate

	parry
verb:  to deflect or repel, as in fencing or wordplay


	advocate
verb / noun:  support, argue for, recommend / one who…

	chaos
noun:  lack of order, confused situation, turmoil


	mores
noun:  moral values, conventions

	verbosity
noun:  wordiness, turgidity


	pervasive
adjective:  spread throughout the parts of

	symbiosis
noun:  interdependence, mutual assistance or cooperation



	garner
verb:  to store, amass, harvest, acquire

	prodigal
adjective:  wasteful, luxurious, extravagant


	gradation
noun:  shades, a process happening in stages (e.g., colors)

	venerable
adjective:  respected


	sportive
adjective:  playful, merry

	ersatz
adjective:  imitation, fake, fraudulent


	bilk
verb:  to cheat, defraud, gyp

	impudence
noun:  state of being offensively bold, insolence


	ethereal
adjective:  heavenly, immaterial

	cynicism
noun:  belief that all people are selfishly-motivated



	audacious
adjective:  arrogant, risky, impertinent, reckless

	limpid
adjective:  transparent, clear, lucid


	corroborate
verb:  confirm, attest, endorse, authenticate

	vim
noun:  energetic spirit, enthusiasm


	redress
noun:  amends, restitution from injury

	vicissitude
noun:  mutability, variability, "ups-and-downs"


	polemic
noun:  controversial argument, a verbal attack

	truculent
adjective:  fierce, cruel, eager to fight


	malinger
verb:  shirk by feigning illness

	craven
adjective:  cowardly, timid, pusillanimous



	ingenuous
adjective:  candid, honest, trustful, childlike simplicity

	tortuous
adjective:  twisting, complicated, winding


	disparate
adjective:  dissimilar, distinct

	perfunctory
adjective:  done without care, cursory


	preen
verb:  to primp, to groom

	embellish
verb:  to elaborate, exaggerate, to add fictitious details


	estimable
adjective:  worthy of respect or admiration

	sedulous
adjective:  hard-working, persistent


	collusion
noun:  collaboration, conspiracy, connivance, machination

	harangue
verb:  to deliver a pompous speech



	fecund
adjective:  prolific, productive, fruitful

	voluble
adjective:  fluent, talkative, glib


	decorous
adjective:  socially correct, appropriate

	slake
verb:  to moderate, calm, quench


	protraction
noun:  drawing to scale, lengthened in duration

	satiate
verb:  surfeit, satisfy, indulge


	sobriquet
noun:  pseudonym, nickname

	torque
noun:  a force causing rotation


	ameliorate
verb:  to make better, improve

	anathema
noun:  a detested person, an accursed or damned person



	insouciant
adjective:  free form worry, unconcerned, careless

	deter
verb:  to prevent, discourage


	finite
adjective:  limited

	qualify
verb:  to limit, modify, weaken


	pirate
verb:  to use or reproduce illegally

	surly
adjective:  bad-tempered, gruff


	cavil
verb:  to find fault without good reason

	abeyance
noun:  delay, postponement, momentary suspension


	squander
verb:  to waste, use irresponsibly

	travail
noun:  difficult work, suffering



	erratic
adjective: capricious, unpredictable, wandering

	aver
verb:  to state as a fact


	refute
verb:  to argue against, disprove

	magnate
noun:  a powerful person, tycoon


	stymie
verb:  to thwart, to hinder

	tome
noun:  volume of a book


	acerbic
adjective:  bitter or sharp in taste, harsh

	ford
verb:  to wade across a body of water, to traverse


	succinct
adjective:  brief, concise, compressed

	puissance
noun:  force, power, strength



	parsimonious
adjective:  frugal, stingy, cheap, miserly

	petulant
adjective:  easily irritated, touchy, peevish


	stentorian
adjective:  powerful or loud in sound

	spartan
adjective:  austere, simple, self-disciplined


	grovel
verb:  to humble oneself demeaningly

	canonical
adjective:  following traditional standards, recognized


	peruse
verb:  to examine with thoroughness

	legitimate
adjective:  authentic


	phlegmatic
adjective:  sluggish

	sanction
noun:  permission or approval from one in authority



	vexation
noun:  irritation, annoyance

	placate
verb:  soothe, appease, satisfy, assuage


	nominal
adjective:  negligible, by name only

	abjure
verb:  to repudiate, renounce, retract, recant


	paragon
noun:  model of perfection or excellence

	heedless
adjective:  oblivious, unmindful


	seraphic
adjective:  angelic, cherubic

	tenacity
noun:  persistent determination,


	synthesis
noun:  a complex whole made from parts

	guile
noun:  deceit, connivery, duplicity, trickery



	tirade
noun:  a long and critical speech, a denunciation

	penury
noun:  poverty, destitution


	amortize
verb:  to reduce through installment payments

	sedition
noun:  rebellious behavior, insurrection


	lugubrious
adjective:  dismal, sorrowful, mournful, gloomy

	fell
adjective:  savage, dreadful, cruel


	timorous
adjective:  fearful

	credulous
adjective:  gullible, willing to believe without evidence


	toady
noun:  sycophant, parasite

	precis
noun:  summary



	insoluble
adjective:  incapable of dissolution or of being solved

	dissonance
noun:  disagreement, conflict, dissension


	pastiche
noun:  spoof, imitation of another's work

	mendicant
adjective:  begging, living on alms, pertaining to a beggar


	anodyne
adjective:  soothing, relieving

	pedantic
adjective:  didactic, concerned with minute details


	meet
adjective:  proper, fitting

	perjure
verb:  to swear falsely, to lie under oath


	impetuous
adjective:  impulsive, characterized by rash action

	supplant
verb:  supersede, to replace something



	wizened
adjective:  wrinkled, desiccated, shriveled

	plummet
verb:  to drop straight down, to plunge


	prevaricate
verb:  deceive, lie, deviate from the truth

	curmudgeon
noun:  a grouch or cranky person (esp. elderly)


	obscurity
noun:  uncertainty, ambiguity, unknown person

	spurious
adjective:  counterfeit, false


	tyro
noun:  amateur, novice

	dilettante
noun:  person with a superficial interest in an activity or art, lover of art


	plangent
adjective:  thundering, resounding loudly

	fatuous
adjective:  inane, silly, foolish



	diaphanous
adjective:  delicate, gauzy, allowing light to pass through

	enigma
noun:  mystery, riddle, uncertainty, equivocacy


	inert
adjective:  sluggish, lethargic, dormant

	pliant
adjective:  flexible, adaptable, easily bent


	largess
noun:  benevolence, giving to others (esp. those considered inferior)

	exacerbate
verb:  to worsen, to make more severe


	apathetic
adjective:  uncaring

	extemporaneous
adjective:  improvised, conducted without preparation


	arduous
adjective:  difficult, strenuous, taxing

	plucky
adjective:  brave, courageous



	homogeneous
adjective:  similar, like, identical

	insurrection
noun:  revolt, revolution, rebellion


	acme
noun:  peak, summit, highest point

	cephalic
adjective:  pertaining to the head


	inured
adjective:  accustomed to difficulty, pain, or hardship

	noisome
adjective:  foul, malodorous, stinking, putrid


	jingoism
noun:  nationalism, belligerent support of one's own country

	pine
verb:  to yearn, to feel a nostalgic desire


	quiescent
adjective:  motionless, dormant, still

	maudlin
adjective:  extensively sentimental



	antagonize
verb:  to provoke anger in another, incite

	hoary
adjective:  ancient, antediluvian, aged


	singular
adjective:  unusual, odd, exceptional

	arbitration
noun:  the resolving of a dispute


	torpid
adjective:  sluggish, lethargic, dormant

	coalesce
verb:  to come together, amalgamate, consolidate


	bonhomie
noun:  good-natured atmosphere

	propensity
noun:  tendency, inclination, penchant


	compassionate
adjective:  sympathizing, tender, loving

	maelstrom
noun:  turmoil, agitation, turbulence



	emulate
verb:  to copy, to imitate

	catholic
adjective:  universal, broad, extensive


	turgid
adjective:  bloated, swollen

	blithe
adjective:  carefree, lighthearted, joyful


	inimical
adjective:  adverse in effect, damaging, unfavorable

	engender
verb:  cause, instigate, provoke, induce


	
	

	
	


